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Michael Argentieri
Screenplay Treatment
“Manhattan to Derby”

TYPE OF SCREENPLAY
This screenplay will be able to be classified as a made for television drama, with romance,
 action, and your classic “underdog” story. It will have a PG-13 rating based. It will have a 90
 minute run time.
TARGET AUDIENCE
Will be primarily middle-aged women and men of all races. The women will love the
romance and the tender moments. The men will respect the “get knocked down, get
 back up” attitude of the principal. Think Lifestyle Channel.
MAIN CHARACTERS
MICHAEL: Mid 50’s. The prodigal son has returned. After living a Rockstar lifestyle in
 the 80’s and the 90’s, Michael gives up his partying ways, heads to New York City and gets
 serious about taking a real shot at an acting career. Reality sets in quickly that he squandered
 his youth and that his best days are behind him. Not one to give up, he hits the gym hard while
taking acting classes.
Gina: Mid 50’s, Businesswomen and hairdresser. She is divorced (her first husband beat
 her) and widowed (technically, her partner of 18 years died during heart surgery), with one son
 from her marriage Beautiful and elegant, full blooded Sicilian but cannot cook. She is left alone
 and overwhelmed by her partners death. She likes quiet nights by the fire with a glass of wine
 and wants someone to grow old with. She also has a 30-year-old son that she loves with the
 passion of an Italian mother. She is more worried about her son being alone than herself.

Tony: 30 years of age. A welder by trade with a particularly good job, but spends all his
 time and money on video games and his ATV. A spoiled millennial that does not care about
 anybody but himself. Tony views Michael as an obstacle to himself getting what he wants.

Gino: Mid 60’s. Michaels former Goombah.  Former nightclub owner that had such a
 reputation as a hard-core partier & ladies' man, that he was nicknamed “Arthur” based on
 Dudley Moores’ character. Gino got sober in the late 80’s and now runs St. Lukes men’s shelter
 as his way of giving back. Gino gives counsel to Michael, as he has been doing throughout his
 adult years since he first hired Michael when Michael was 18.

SETTING: The film takes place in Manhattan and Derby, NY. Sturgeon Point Marina and other
 areas of western New York.
PLOT: Michael is living in a tiny NY City apartment, tending bar to get by and takes an acting
 class once a week. He quickly realizes that as exciting and as much fun as that was when he was
 in his early 20’s, its now a grind. Never one to give up though, he is up every morning for a
 three-mile run, then on to the gym, and then either on his way to work for the night or on his
 way to running errands for the day. Like Groundhog Day nothing changes from week to week.

Then on a trip to Buffalo to visit mom & dad. Michael pops in on Gina at her salon.
 They meet for a drink and before you know it they are in a long-distance relationship. Michael
 goes to Buffalo for two-three days and Gina goes to NY City for two-three days. Gina takes the
 train as she is afraid to fly. They do all the touristy things that actual New Yorkers do not do
 unless they have guests from out of town. like the Statue of Liberty, The Intrepid, which
 Michael’s dad served on, and the 911 Memorial, which was heartbreaking. 
 They talk every night for three hours on the phone. Gina is leery that Michael is still living the party guy lifestyle, but it is obvious from the in-person encounters and nightly
 phone calls that he is not. Michaels acting career is nowhere near where it should be but it is 
finally starting to gain some traction. In addition to studying with Chazz Palminteri, he has also 
submitted for “The Irishman”.  As his lease gets closer to the end, he must decide if it is time to 
move on or not. On Michaels last trip to Buffalo there is an incident with Tony where Tony does
something rude and Gina makes a lame excuse for him.
Michael lets it go but then eventually comes to realize that that was a mistake. Michael
moves to Buffalo, buys a car, and looks for work. Work is hard to come by but in the
meantime Michael & Gina adopt a dog but unknown at the time to Michael, the dog is
 completely in Gina’s name. Tony takes it upon himself to installs surveillance cameras in his 
mom’s house. Things begin to get weird.  Gina & Michael work hard at taking care of 
everything, shopping, groceries, laundry, yard work, and the dog. Tony does nothing to help.
 	Everything is fine for a while until Tony threatens to move out and move back in with his 
father. Gina buys, remodels, and furnishes a house for him. Gina claims that Tony is going to 
pay her back. He never does. Michael comes across the title for Gina’s truck and it is in Tony’s 
name. Gina, ridiculously, tells Michael that the truck is not titled to Tony and he must have read
 it wrong. Soon thereafter, Tony spends Christmas Eve with his friends and Christmas Day with 
his father. After that Gina’s bills pile up as her business declines and she is grouchy and angry all
 the time. Michael never found a respectable job, so he decides to go to college.
Resentment grows and arguments begin, suddenly Gina & Michael are arguing all the time. Michael decides with no work out there for him, that he will create a job by opening his own business. A business that he could be proud of and take his dog to work with him. A doggie day care facility. In the meantime, Gina & Michael drift further apart thanks to Tony’s constant interference and Gina’s constant need to please him. In three years, Gina & Michael have only had 1 argument that had nothing to do with her 30-year-old son.

They go their separate ways with a custody of the dog being an issue. Michael say’s the
 dog belongs to each of them, Gina claims the dog is hers. Michael moves out and suddenly gets
 a call. A call he has waited for most of his adult life for. He is cast in a small part in a television
 pilot with a big star as the principal. The pilot is shot and then picked up. Michael meets Emily,
 a beautiful girl on the set and they become a couple. Then Michael gets the call that he is being
 offered a contract on the television show that will be shot in Buffalo. A successful conclusion
 for Michael in his quest from “Manhattan to Derby.”
PRODUCTION TECHNIQUES: There will be scenes in NY City and Buffalo that will be
 edited into montages. There will be flashback scenes from Michael’s wild days and from Gina’s
 first marriage. Minor action scenes will include a bar fight or two. Michael out for runs with
 Sable, Michael at the gym working out.







	
	
	



